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Young Artists Theatre Centre, Inc.  is proud to be the only area performing arts school offering its students professional performance opportunities for public audiences.   Our goals in providing these opportunities are:





		1.  To present quality family entertainment to the general public.


		2.  To prepare our aspiring performers for future professional opportunities,


			so that they could go to any reputable theatrical venue and know what


			to expect at auditions, rehearsals and performances.


		3.  To operate the theatre facility in the most efficient manner possible.





In the interest of these goals, we require a considerably higher level of commitment, cooperation and responsibility from the children, teens, and young adults cast in our productions, and their parents, than we would for class participation/recitals.  While the commitment is greater, so is the reward, as actors learn to take direction, follow through on responsibilities, and achieve goals.   The following pages will acquaint you with our expectations and policies, so that your family can make an informed decision about participating in our performance opportunities.





AUDITION PROCESS 





READ THIS DOCUMENT AND FILL OUT YOUR AUDITION SHEET IN ADVANCE


Please call 301-604-2844 or e-mail us contactus@yatheatre.com  to set up an appointment for your audition.


Auditions for children 6-9 years old will be held between 6:30 and 7 PM, actors 10-12  will sign up for times between 7 PM and 7:30 PM and those 13 and up will be seen between 7:30 and 8:00 PM.  The audition process takes about 60 minutes from the time you are called.  If you need to cancel your audition, please contact as soonas possible as a courtesy, and to allow space for someone else requiring an audition slot.





UPON ARRIVAL


When you arrive for your audition, you should come prepared with your audition sheet filled out and signed. Your audition sheet will be collected and you will be assigned a number.  Please wait in the lobby until you are called.  Parents may come in and watch their child audition.  Please do not bring children who are not auditioning, or please be prepared to return for your (auditioning) child rather than stay as we are not able to conduct the auditions efficiently with toddlers, infants or younger siblings who will have nothing to do during the audition process.  Thank you for your consideration on this matter.





THE AUDITION SHEET


It is very important that the audition sheet be filled out carefully and accurately.  The rehearsal schedule is developed around the reasonable conflicts of actors in the cast.  Except for illness or emergency, conflicts not indicated on the audition sheet will not be honored after you are cast.  Once the show is cast and your commitment has been made, we ask that the production be your first commitment, meaning that other functions and activities that arise will be worked around the established rehearsal/show schedule.  Please do not list dates as conflicts if you are willing/able to come to a rehearsal if needed (i.e., you would change your plans if necessary to be cast in the show).  If you list a conflict, we will assume it is absolutely not flexible, even if that means you cannot be cast or are given a less demanding role due to conflicts.  Conflicts may not be added after the night of the auditions.








THE AUDITION


Each actor is called to the stage in turn.  When you are called, please will come sit in the theatre, then bring your music to the accompanist.  You must bring piano music (sheet music or a book) for the pianist.  The music should be in a key that suits you.  You may not sing with a tape, CD or without music. A minimum of 16 bars of the selected song should be memorized (you can choose what section you want to perform).  





When called, you should then come up onstage, introduce yourself and state what you will be singing.  Don’t be concerned if you are stopped part way through your song.  This does not mean you didn’t do well.  After singing, you should return to the piano for your music and sit down until you are called for the dance audition. 


 


Then, please be seated again until you are called to read from the script.  After reading, please wait until you are told you are free to go, as you may be needed to stay for additional auditioning.  All actors must complete all 3 parts of the audition (the singing part being the only part that must be prepared by you in advance) even though not all roles require singing, dancing and acting.





THE JUDGING


The auditions are judged on a point system.  Keep in mind that not every role in the show requires singing, dancing and acting (and some don’t require you to do all three equally well).  Therefore, your score on portions of the audition not important to the role you are being considered for may not be important during the casting phase.  Also keep in mind that, as in any production, the specific demands of the roles in the show may determine whether you are cast or not, regardless of how well you auditioned.  Things like height, age, etc. which have nothing to do with talent, but everything to do with how a role is portrayed, are factors that are considered.





CASTING


You will be notified if you have been cast by the time and date announced at the auditions. If you have not been contacted by the announced time/date via e-mail, you can assume that you were not cast this time around.  Time constraints prohibit our calling each actor, so we will only be contacting those who were cast.  Contact will be made by e-mail, and you must respond by phone or e-mail to confirm your acceptance within 24 hours (301-604-2844 or contactus@yatheatre.com.)  Failure to confirm results in the role being offered to another actor.  





AUDITION PROTOCOL


In the interest of time, we ask that there be no applause. Please don’t approach the judge’s table during the auditions.  Once you are excused, we ask that you leave the theatre, as we cannot accommodate extra people in the room as the auditions continue.





HELPFUL HINTS


Important things to remember:  Project (sing and speak loudly and clearly!) smile, and relax as much as possible (you are among friends who want you to do your best!).  Wear comfortable clothing and appropriate shoes for movement.  Give it all your energy and remember, there are many factors that go into the audition process and if you are not cast in this show, you may be in the next one.  Show business is very competitive and there is a lot of 


“rejection” in the process; the key is to learn not to take it personally or as a reflection of your talent.





REHEARSAL GUIDELINES (For those who are cast)





FIRST REHEARSAL


At the first rehearsal (usually 1 week post-auditions), actors will be given scripts, rehearsal CD’s, schedules, and be measured for costumes.  A ‘read through” of the script will be done and we may begin staging the show.  Rehearsal fees are paid after being cast and accepting,  and before the first rehearsal.  The rehearsal fee is non-refundable.





BEING ON TIME


You should arrive 5 minutes before your scheduled call time.  Every effort is made to end rehearsals on time. Parents who do not arrive within 10 minutes of the scheduled dismissal time will be incur a $15 late fee.  Dress rehearsal week is always unpredictable, given the nature of planning set changes, light and sound cues, costume changes, etc. and flexibility is required (details nearer to that time!)





CALL IF THERE IS A PROBLEM


If you run into traffic or are delayed for some legitimate reason, please phone us as soon as possible.  Reasons that do not qualify as legitimate:  Forgot, read schedule wrong, didn’t understand schedule.  Also:  Phoning to let us know you will be late is appreciated, but only two late arrivals will be acceptable. Carpooling is encouraged.





MATERIALS


Scripts, CD’s, and rehearsal schedules will be given out at the first rehearsal.  Everyone will be given one copy of each...if this is lost, please see another actor about getting a replacement.  You are responsible for your own materials.  A parent or parents of actors who have never been in a Young Artists production must attend the first 45 minutes of the first rehearsal with their child so that there is no miscommunication about how to read the rehearsal schedule, etc.  It is also suggested that actors keep a notebook or folder so they don’t lose anything..  CD’s of any musical numbers you are involved in will be given out.  There is a $5 fee for your CD (paid at first rehearsal)





SHARING INFORMATION WITH PARENTS


Notices are often given out at the first rehearsal and subsequently via e-mail..  It is the actor’s responsibility to share this information with parents, and both actors and parents responsibility to check e-mail DAILY during the rehearsal and performance period..  New rehearsal schedules are given out at least one week in advance in two week increments.  E-MAIL IS OUR MEANS OF COMMUNICATING CHANGES, REHEARSAL SCHEDULES, ETC.  It is imperative that parents check e-mail daily.  Not checking e-mail is not considered a legitimate excuse for being late, absent, or etc.  Please give us as many addresses as you want to make sure you are covered at work, home, etc.





BLOCKING REHEARSALS


Please bring a pen or pencil to all blocking (staging) rehearsals.  You are required to write your blocking down as we go.  For very young actors, we ask parents to write down the blocking and review at home.  Videotaping of rehearsals is encouraged for practice at home.





MEMORIZATION


Lines should be memorized for each scene between the time we first block that page and when we next run through it.  Songs and dance numbers should also be reviewed, on your own, between rehearsals.  It is the actor’s responsibility to put in time between practices to improve their performances, and keep the schedule running smoothly.





SIBLINGS AND PARENTS


Parents should make other arrangements for siblings who are not in the show and please not bring them to rehearsals.  Parents may elect to stay for the rehearsal or return to pick up.  Parents are welcome to stay for rehearsals as long as there is no interference with the rehearsal process.





EXPENSES


Actors are responsible for purchasing personal costume items such as:  leotards, socks, shoes. You will receive a COSTUME REQUIREMENT sheet if cast, and it will indicate to you any items you must purchase.  (This is standard practice in professional theatre.  Things that may need to be purchased would include  t-shirts, leotards, tights, shoes, etc.  Alterations to existing Young Artists costumes, and  new costumes will be built and paid for by Young Artists.





PERFORMANCES





BASIC THEATRE PROTOCOL


During rehearsals and shows, actors will have access to snacks and sodas at Young Artists  (cost: 75 cents per item) Outside food is permitted at appropriate times (between performances, during rehearsal breaks, etc.)  The theatre office phone is not for actor/parent use, except in case of emergency. Parents may want to have their cellphone with them.








SICKNESS/EMERGENCY


If you must miss a scheduled performance due to sickness/emergency, please give as much notice as possible (24 hours is best)  so your understudy can be put “on notice”.  Actors are responsible for learning what they missed if absent (from other cast members or Dance Captain)





PARENT VOLUNTEERS


Parents wishing to assist with costume preparation, maintenance or changes can sign up during the rehearsal period.  Please note that parents helping out backstage are asked to purchase a Young Artists t-shirt and wear it to performances.  The focus of the volunteers is to facilitate the quality look and the smooth operation of the performance; and we ask that parents not volunteer to work backstage solely to work with or be with their child, because help is needed by everyone.  You will be contacted to find out when you are available to work backstage and a schedule will be given out in advance based on your responses.





ACTOR RESPONSIBILITIES


All actors are asked to purchase a (current) Young Artists t-shirt and wear it to all performances.  This is best for a uniform look and for patrons to identify those who are part of Young Artists.





Brush-up rehearsals will be scheduled prior to most performances.  Actors are required to come in prepared (again, going through their material at home between shows)  





Actors who demonstrate that they can handle increased responsibility will have the opportunity to perform extra tasis such as running the snackbar  and greeting patrons, etc. 





Actors will each have a box or case to keep their costume pieces/shoes, etc. in during and between shows.  This allows us to keep the dressing area neat and to clear it easily for birthday parties and “backstage tours”





All actors must stay after the performance (15 minutes approx.) for question and answer periods and any backstage tours for groups.  Please bring your own pen or pencil if you want to sign autographs.  The show, including the additional 15, is about 1 hour in length.





Actors must sign in prior to each performance so that we know who is there and who is on time.  Being late for performances is also not acceptable. Actors must sign out after each show, after putting away all their costume pieces and personal props.  Parents arriving more than 10 minutes after the dismissal time to pick up their child for any show will incur a $15 late fee.





HOUSE RULES


Parents (except those working backstage that particular performance), family and friends are not allowed in the dressing room before, during or after the performances.  This is not personal; it is necessary to avoid confusion and crowds in a busy area.  Actors are permitted in the house to greet family after they sign out.





Parents are required to purchase a ticket(s) if they want to watch the show.  Reservations are recommended.  You are always welcome to drop your child off for the performance and return afterward, if you prefer. Children under 3 are not admitted. Videotaping, recording/cellphone taping/photos, and photos are not permitted.  Parents may purchase a copy of the show provided by Young Artists ($20).  Outside food is not permitted at performances.  Concessions are available for purchase before and after the show and may be eaten during the show. (All items $1)





THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION


Due to the support and participation of families and their talented children, the Young Artists Theatre, now in its 15th year of operation, continues its mission.  The purpose of the above policies is not to overwhelm you, or diminish the fun and excitement of being involved in a theatrical production, it is simply to clarify what is necessary and best to ensure a quality, professional experience...and it does work.  Children come away from this experience with increased self-confidence, the ability to do a job well, and pride in their accomplishments.  They also know what is expected when they go elsewhere to audition/perform on a professional level.  Young Artists is unique in that it  encourages a “family” atmosphere and because it involves their children, families are more likely to take a personal interest in its operation.  However, we ask that you keep in mind that we do operate as a professional theatre, and that certain guidelines must be maintained, with every effort to be fair and provide a positive experience for all.


